Stimulate the phagocytes.
Investigators from Canada, several European countries, Israel, the Republic of South Africa and the United States of America met earlier this year∗ to discuss whether or not George Bernard Shaw's exhortation to stimulate the phagocytes' pertains equally to host defense against neoplastic cells and microorganisms. The focus was on macrophage activation for killing these diverse targets, and in particular on four questions. What are the characteristics of the macrophages involved in host defense against tumor cells and microorganisms? How are these cells stimulated? How do they mediate their cytotoxic effects? And do they have therapeutic potential?